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Issue III

BAS Gets Two New
Additions With New Year

by Features Editor
Brussels American School has had recent addi-

tions to its staff: two to be exact. Our latest secretary left
over winter break after working in the position for a year
and one half. She has been replaced by the current
secretary. Another community member has taken up the
position of Special Education Assistant in the elementary
building, which was left vacant after the last assistant took
the secretary job.

“This was the best decision I ever made, besides
having children,” said the new secretary. She began her
new job with the start of school in  the New Year on
January 7, 2008. She is enjoying the job immensely.

She initially worked as an aid in the elementary
building, but decided it was time for a change after working
there for six years. As soon as she heard the secretary
position was open, she applied. Though she misses the
kids she previously worked with, she describes her new job
as more challenging and enjoyable.

“It
is nice
being
close to
my son, a
junior, but
as far as
that goes,
this job is
no
different
from the
last.”  She
will almost
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The special Ed assistant having fun with
her students

definitely stay in the position until her son graduates, but it
is debatable as to how long she will stay on after that. She is
extremely excited and loving the job, so far.

Likewise, the new Special Ed aid began her employ-
ment with the start of school in the New Year. Though not as
completely psyched about her new job as the secretary is,
she is enjoying the everyday challenges it presents.

The new aid had previous experience as a Special
Education Assistant in Colorado, so she decided to take it up
here when it became available. She says the best thing is
when she sees a student improving after a long period of time
and hard work.

“Every day is different; the job definitely has its ups
and downs,” said the Special Education Assistant.

She enjoys working with the children, though, sadly
she feels she rarely gets to see her own children during the
day despite being on campus with them.
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The secretary at work in her new office
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BAS Sends 11 Students to
THIMUN XL

by Assistant Editor

On January 27, 2008, eleven students set out from
Brussels American School to take part in the forieth anniver-
sary of the most renowned Model United Nations Conference
in the world: The Hague International Model United Nations
Conference, or THIMUN as it is commonly called. THIMUN is
a five-day simulation of the United Nations in The Hague, The
Netherlands that around 3,340 students from nearly 100 differ-
ent countries participate in annually.

Nine of the students from BAS, headed by their
ambassador represented the United Nations Educational

Scientific
and Cultural
Organiza-
tion, or
UNESCO, a
non-
governmen-
tal UN
organiza-
tion.

“I
think
everyone
from BAS

had an exhilarating experience just being a part of the
biggest international gathering of youth in the world; and
some people really enjoyed debate as well,” said the
ambassador.

The other two students took part in MUNITY, the
conference’s daily newspaper. One worked as a reporter for
the newspaper, and the other as a reporter for the online
paper.

“It was cool to have a press pass and get into any
place I wanted,” said the online reporter.

Five students have represented BAS at THIMUN
before and returned again this year.

The other five students were a part of the MUN
class and attended THIMUN for their first time.

“This may be the best group – overall – that we’ve
taken to THIMUN in the years I’ve been the sponsor,” said
the sponsor.

Because this year’s conference was centered on
Climate Change, the Special Conference focused on
current issues concerning the climate. Two students
represented UNESCO in the Special Conference’s two
sub-commissions and discussed solutions to issues
such as reducing the impacts of climate change on
vulnerable members of society and the accelerating
degradation of biodiversity.

One prepared and was the main-submitter of a
resolution on raising awareness among developing
countries of the importance of implementing measures to
combat climate change. Eventually his resolution passed
with only minor amendments.

“I enjoyed this year’s THIMUN and hope to
return next year as a bigger part of the BAS delegation,”
said a first year MUN student.

Another first year student also main-submitted
a resolution in the Human Rights Commission on the
implementation of the declaration on indigenous rights.
This resolution, however, did not gain much support and
eventually failed.

BAS students also participated in three
subcommittees of the General Assembly, Human Rights
Commissions, the Economic and Social Council, and the
Environment Commission.

The closing ceremony at THIMUN 2008.
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4 BAS Students Attend
Creative Connections

Sophomores hold Winter Formal

The winter formal this year was held on Saturday
Jan 12 from 7-10 in the MPR by the sophomore class with a
theme of “Starry Night.”

The MPR was decorated with trees, park benches,
and many lights to give the illusion of being in a park on a
“starry night.”

“The set for the pictures was really creative; I liked
it,” said a freshman.

Approximately 44 people made an appearance at
the dance, 45% of the high school students.

Toward the end of the dance the attendees held a
dance off. “It wasn’t fair because the girls were in dresses,”
said a junior. “But the dance-off was still a lot of fun.”

The sophomores had three chaperones at the dance

and charged a $5 admission fee for all students. The dance
also has a photographer, who sold pictures for $2.50 after
the dance.

by News Editor

by Editor in Chief

Students enjoying the Winter Formal
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DODEA’s Creative Connections is being held in
Oberwesel, Germany this week,  February 11-16, providing
high school students with opportunities to expand their tal-
ents beyond what is visible in their local schools.

This year’s theme is “Awakenings.” Courses
include Dance, Portraiture, Composition, and Digital Art. A
variety of workshops are being taught by a team of expert
instructors. Students with a passion for performing, may
compose, sing, or act. Those with interest in visual arts may
do contemporary printmaking, explore sculpture, paint with
oil pastels or work on video production.

“They work for 6 hours a day with expert instruc-
tors and students who are more talented and developed in
certain areas,” said BAS’s Art teacher.

“In my opinion it is a great opportunity for every
talented student because he can work on a higher level,
discuss his or her work and see the works of others.
Participants can also experience better equipment which is
very important in playing an instrument, or even drawing,”
she added.

Students were chosen on the basis of their talent
from a pool of applicants across Europe.

There are total a of four attendees from BAS. One

junior, who was chosen as an alternate, did not attend the
conference. A Senior and a Sophomore attended for Show
choir, a Senior attended for Drawing, and a Sophomore
attended for Printmaking.

All of them seem to be thrilled and exited about the
opportunity.

 “I’m especially exited to reunite with friends from
last year and friends from Jazz Seminar as well,” said the
sophomore show choir attendee, who attended Creative
Connections last year.

“ I believe it shapes and molds those of us more
talented in areas of arts into better people and we also
create great friendships,” she added.
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S2S Welcomes New Students
by Senior Reporter

Recently, two students from BAS, a junior and a
sophomore, were sent to a seminar in Heidelberg for a
week, where they learned the skills necessary for a new
program about to be implemented at our school, Student 2
Student, or S2S.

S2S is a program that helps new students with the
transition of moving to a new area. It is run by volunteer
students who are trained to help incoming and leaving
students adjust to a new community. The BAS students
went to the seminar to learn the skills necessary for the
program.

During the seminar, the volunteers concentrated
on three sections: academics, relationships, and “finding
the way.” Academics deals with the curriculum of the new
school, such as telling the incoming student about the
required classes at BAS. Relationships focuses on
teaching students how to make friends, and stay on the
good side of the faculty. “Finding the way” teaches the
newcomer his or her way around the school and commu-
nity.

At the seminar, the BAS attendees learned from
trained counselors through skits and creative thinking
about ways to get new students involved in the commu-
nity.

“It was a lot of fun,” said the junior. “Everyone

Teacher and student work to help
 a new student
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just got along
really well. We
got really
close in a
couple of
days.”

This
is the first
time a
program such
as S2S has
been set up at
BAS, and though some schools in DoDDS have used this
program before, it is the first year it is being implemented
in all of the DoDDS schools.

Though the program has not been completely set
up yet, the effects of the training are already being seen at
BAS.

“A new junior came in,” said the junior attendee.
“We were able to use what we’ve learned and help her out
more than other new kids in the past.”

The program is expected to be set up within a
few weeks, and should be ready for the new students
expected to arrive at BAS next year.

BAS by the Numbers
• 12/20 students like Valentines Day
• 10/20 students have received a box of choco-

lates on Valentines Day
• 5/20 students have received flowers on Valen-

tines Day
• 17/20 students actually celebrate Valentines

Day
• 9/20 students have big plans for Valentines Day
• 11/20 students actually know when and where

Valentines Day originated
• 7/20 students have a Valentine
• 4/20 students actually sent themselves a

Valentine Card
• 8/20 students think Valentines Day is un-

romantic

•        13/20 students prefer soccer rather than football
• 13/20 students would prefer to have Friday off

and Monday through Thursday to be longer days
• 15/20 students would like to have a day where

students run the school
• 18/20 male students would prefer more girls in

BAS than boys
• 8/20 students would like to change the school

colors
• 20/20 students would like to have a study hall

during a normal day
• 10/20 students would rather have prom and

graduation in the GYM or MPR than in some
luxurious chateau or the historic room in Hotel
De Ville
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Guess The Teacher

Features

• I played in my college ROTC band.
___________________

• I was a pilot on small, private, non passenger
planes. ___________________

• I like Big Hunk candy bars.
___________________

• I am a licensed scuba diver.
___________________

• I worked with the CIA and FBI and
lived at the CIA farm. ___________________

• I was the director of the Rainbow
Falls Mental Rehabilitation
Center in Hilo, Hawaii.
___________________

• My first car was an MG. _______________

• I delivered telephone books
to earn money during college.
___________________

• I have lived on 3 islands. ________________

The teachers at BAS have
interesting pasts. Can you guess
which teachers did these things?

• My favorite cartoon is
SpongeBob SquarePants.
___________________

• I lived in a communist country.
___________________

• I was in a DC10 airplane
crash.

___________________

• My friends and I emptied all the soda
out of a vending machine after it was just
filled because the stocker forgot to lock the
machine. ___________________

• I was in the crowd at the Kent State
shootings. ________________

• My brother drove the winning car in
the 24 Hours of Daytona sports car race.

___________________

• My nickname in high school was
“Bull”. ___________________

• I have lived on 4 continents.
___________________

• I have met Nelson Mandela and Bishop
Tutu.___________________

• I biked back and forth
across my home state.
___________________
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Valentines Day For The
Intellectually Impaired

by Editorials Editor and Senior Reporter

You may think you know exactly what to do for that
special someone this Valentines Day, but after this article,
you will discover that you know nothing.  What we offer
are scientifically proven methods to enhance the Valen-
tines Day experience.

Guys
- A homemade card shows her that you care

enough to spend time making a card.  However,
unless done el-
egantly, the home-
made card will
probably look rather
trashy, like you
threw something
together at the last
second.  For
example, do not write
“Happy VD” with a
pen on a scrap piece of paper and try to pretend
like it is a homemade card.  Your best bet?  Buy a
card that looks like it is homemade.  If there is a
company logo somewhere on there, then cover it
up with something that does not stand out and
pray she does not notice.

- Whatever you do, do not offer to watch her
favorite movie with her.  That is asking for
punishment.

- As a rule of thumb, girls absolutely love it when
you make things awkward.  Be sure to keep that
in mind.

- Buy her incredibly cheap presents and brag
about how much you spent on her.

- Mumble everything, slurring every word except
for “I”, “love”, and “you”.  Be sure to throw in
“shoot” at the end of every sentence.  Make
diverse and random noises with enthusiasm.

- Say ‘Matt Damon’ whenever she asks you any
question that is even remotely awkward.

- Ask her whether or not these pants
make you look fat and then react as if

she had insulted you.
- Refer to your special date as “dude.”  This is a

special exception to the
awkwardness rule of thumb
since doing so will make her
feel comfortable around you,
which will level out the
awkwardness of the situa-
tion. This is not necessarily
good, but will make you feel
less weird.  Tell her that you
consider her “one of the guys.”  Girls
love being a part of something more important
than themselves.

- Always pretend to be cheating on her.  “Acciden-
tally” call her by her best friend’s name and ignore
her whenever she talks.

- Making her dinner is overrated and futile.  All girls
love to cook, and being forced to eat something
cooked incredibly bad is not what they have in
mind for a nice Valentines Day.  Make her cook.

- Always remind her how the 19th Amendment does
not really exist.  She does not have an opinion
and under no circumstances should she try
talking to you without giving you something
distracting first.

- Constantly use pet names such as woman,
creature, you-ugly-vile-thing, or anything
similarly complimentary.

- Show up for your date late and give her a dramatic
and long, spurious or impossible story that makes
you appear super human.

- Offer her chocolate, and every time she reaches
for it laugh and eat it in front of her face, mouth
wide open.

- Buy her plastic chocolate, then when she com-
plains tell her that she is too fat for real chocolate.

- Never commit to anything.
- Talk in a bad accent all day.
- Most importantly, refer to yourself as “Daddy”.
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Intellectually Impaired Cont.

Girls
This day is all about you, so take advantage.

- Please remember that everything is cute.  When he
does anything in sports or anything even slightly
worth bragging about, tell him it is cute.

- Be sure to use pet names.  Utilize the ‘poo’ and
‘kins’ at the end of every name. E.g. “I loves you
Timmy-poo!” or “See you later Timmy-kins.”
Instant eye bleeding: it is magic.

- Do not shave your legs for at least a week before
this special day.  Wear a skirt and the ugliest thing
you can find.  Do not shower, and ask him if he
thinks you look pretty.

- Money, money, money, money.  Mooch off of him
as much as possible… seriously.

- Force him to watch The Notebook while you eat
low fat and diet snacks.  Cry the entire time,
especially if he tries to talk to
you.

- MESS WITH HIS MIND!!!  Start
cuddling, then go to the
bathroom.  When you come out,
be wearing more clothes and
less make-up.  Now would be
the perfect time to try out the
horrid sweater your grandma sent you for Christ-
mas.

- Have sudden and dramatic mood swings.  The
more bi-polar you appear, the better!  When in a
fight, throw things and babble incoherently.  When
you are mad, smash yourself between two metal
doors.

- When he goes to kiss you, sneeze in his face.  If he
does manage to kiss you, burp into his mouth.

- Decorate his locker with big paper hearts, candy
flowing everywhere, pictures of you with another
guy, and red paper covering the locker.

- Repetitively ask him questions ranging from
“What’s this?” to “What’s that?”

- Ask what he thinks of the tall blonde girl browsing
the produce isle.  When he answers incorrectly hit
him with whatever is handy.

- Only talk about other guys, mostly the
ones in movies.  Ask him why he does

not look like them.  Compare him
to your ex-boyfriend, and talk
about how great your ex is.
Remind him how he will never
measure up but it is cute when he
tries.

- Mention marriage and commitment as often as
possible, then conclude that you wish that you
had that in your life.

- Remind him that you are not talking to him while
you are talking to him.

- Giggle.  A lot.
- Talk at high speeds but remember to keep

your mouth mostly closed so he cannot
understand you. When he does not
understand scream “You don’t understand me!”
very clearly and then run from the room.

In a way, life is like Valentines Day.  It takes heart and
dedication to make the most of it.  With help from this
article, we encourage you to make every day Valentines
Day!
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Against Legalized Marijuana
by Editor-in-Chief

Recently in the United States, there has been a
push to legalize marijuana. The leaders of this push say that
marijuana, when used for “medical purposes,” can help
people diagnosed with cancer or AIDS more than any
current legal medicines can. However, according to the
Institute of Medicine, “if there is any future of marijuana as
a medicine, it lies solely in its isolated components, the
cannabinoids and their synthetic derivatives”, and not in
the form of the cannabis plant that we know- marijuana. So
the push to legalize marijuana is not a push to legalize the
plant for medical purposes and therefore should not be
allowed.

Unfortunately for many marijuana advocates,
research on smoked marijuana is unscientific because it is
based largely on casual observations rather than on
rigorous scientifically significant studies. In addition, many
opponents of marijuana believe that because marijuana
creates a sense of euphoria, the patient may only feel better
without showing actual improvement.

The Institute of Medicine did a survey of marijuana’s
medical safety that reported marijuana smoke as toxic. It causes
respiratory problems and addiction because it is inhaled and
held in the lungs when smoked. The IOM then went on to
recommend that specific parts of the cannabis plant be iso-
lated in a more traditional form than smoking, such as inhalers
or pills, as this would minimize the toxin from marijuana. The
Institute on Drug Abuse found that marijuana smoke contains
more cancer causing parts than tobacco smoke, another rea-
son to isolate its components rather than legalize smoking it.

According to the health education program at
Brown University, the side effects of marijuana also include
a dry mouth, dry and bloodshot eyes, increased heart rate,
reduced fertility, decreased motivation, and eventual
memory problems. The chairman of The Government Reform
Subcommittee on Criminal Justice said that according to
over 200 studies, “marijuana damages the brain, lungs, and

heart, and is linked to an increase in
aggressive and violent behavior.”

If the negative side effects
of marijuana are not enough to
convince one that it is harmful, then
the influence it has on its users should be. Marijuana is
called a “gateway drug” because people, upon trying
cannabis for the first time and not finding it dangerous, are
then tempted to try other, harder drugs. If marijuana did
not hurt them, other drugs will not either, or so they think.

The United States has a political party devoted
strictly to the legalization of marijuana- the US marijuana
party. Yet these people care nothing for the possible
medical uses of the drug, they care only for smoking it for
their own benefit of getting “high.” This group of people
wants legalization for the wrong reasons. Some 25 million
people use marijuana every year, few of whom do so for
medical purposes.

James McDonough, the director of Florida’s
office of drug control said, “until medical science deter-
mines that smoked marijuana can pass as medicine, we
should refrain from dignifying marijuana as anything more
than what it is- a harmful drug which addicts invariably
claim as their initiation into a life of ruin.” If marijuana
advocates label marijuana as a medicine, it will send a
message to the nation’s youth that marijuana is okay. Bill
McCollum of the House of Representatives said that
legalizing marijuana would be putting it in the same class
as cold medicines, and therefore, in a child’s eyes, harm-
less.

Marijuana, despite its potential benefits if used
for medical purposes, should not be legalized. The
negative side effects resulting from use outweigh the
positive possible effects from medical treatment. Would
you want your child growing up in a world where a drug
such as marijuana is treated as a typical cold medicine
available to all?

Letter To The Editor
In the December 19 Issue of the Blade, the writer

incorrectly labels the administration as the “foe” in the
situation concerning the SCA and the Senior Class elections.
Although the writers facts are entirely correct, for him to
include this “controversial situation” under the title “Is our
Admin friend or foe?” was incorrect because it was the SCA
executive board’s decision to require the Senior Class to

rerun their elections. Therefore, I feel the administration
was in no way at fault and was wrongly accused of this
action.

SCA Student Representative

February 7, 2008

Editorials
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For Legalizing Marijuana
Marijuana, sometimes referred to by other street

names, is a very difficult substance to understand. We
have been taught that marijuana is the ‘gateway drug’- the
drug that leads to other more habitual and dangerous drug
use. Throughout recent years, the world has begun to
reassess what we think we know about marijuana and
release information to this affect.

Over 4% of the world population, approximately,
has used Cannabis or 162 million people between the ages
of 16-64. It is the most commonly used drug in the world,
yet over 829,627 people have been arrested because of it.

The legalization of Pot would open up a lot of new
jobs for our work force. The unemployment rates would
drop, and many thousands of people would have well
paying jobs allowing them better living capabilities. Such
jobs would include: marijuana farmer, packager, and
distributors.

The danger of addiction has been the defense
against marijuana’s legalization for years. This foe is no
longer prevalent according to Dr. Henningfield of the
National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), which does over
80% of drug research worldwide. He has stated that
marijuana has the least serious withdrawal, reinforcement,
tolerance, and dependence when compared to alcohol,
cocaine, and heroin. Its intoxication level is less than that
of nicotine or caffeine. Dr.
Henningfield’s studies were
complimented by similar findings by
the UN World Health Organization
(WHO).

Both sets of studies mirror
the results of another reputable
researcher working at the University
of California in San Francisco. The lead researcher was Dr.
Neal L. Benowitz who concluded that, once again, mari-
juana was the least serious of all six substances tested. In
all the tests the substance were nicotine, heroin, caffeine,
alcohol, cocaine and marijuana. The simple fact that
marijuana, despite possessing so many worthwhile
attributes, is still outlawed is criminal in its own right;
however, the concern of the government then turns to the
health of our citizens.

Many lawmakers also state that the health aspect
of marijuana- the possibility of overdosing on marijuana- is
their hindrance from simply legalizing the drug. The deaths
to users’ margin for marijuana when compared to other
recreational or medicinal drugs are: 1: 400 for marijuana,

1:50 for Aspirin, 1:100 for caffeine,
and 1:10 for alcohol. Marijuana is
one of the least deadly substances
listed.

The nicotine contained in
a single cigarette when eaten can
kill a baby. The nicotine contained
in 3-5 cigarettes can kill even a
healthy adult. A large bottle of
whisky in one night can kill an
adult. Swallowing about fifty aspirin tablets will lead to
unstoppable, fatal stomach bleeding. Taking a tube of
sleeping pills all at one time results in one losing a liver, or
a life. Caffeine in about 100 cups of coffee, taken in pill
form, is lethal. Yet all these substances are legal.

The Institute of Medicine released a
study in 1999 on marijuana as the gateway drug. They
believed that marijuana had been mistaken for ‘the gateway
drug’ but in truth it was one drug in a progression:
“Patterns in progression of drug use from adolescence to
adulthood are strikingly regular. Because it is the most
widely used illicit drug, marijuana is predictably the first
illicit most people encounter. Not surprisingly, most users
of other illicit drugs have used marijuana first. In fact, most
drug users begin with alcohol and nicotine before mari-
juana, usually before they are legal age based on a study
conducted by Janet E. Joy, Stanley J. Watson, Jr., and John
A Benson, Jr.

By comparison, according to tests on rats and
monkeys, an adult would have to eat between 1 and 2 kg of
marijuana, enough for rolling several thousands joints, all
in a single day to run a risk of fatal overdose. It is simply
impossible to kill oneself by smoking or eating too much
marijuana.

The simple fact is you cannot kill yourself with
marijuana and therefore it is less harmful than many of our
legal drugs. Marijuana as a medicine is far superior to any
form of pain relief for cancer patients and has even been
found to shrink tumors. Despite the amazing attributes and
qualities of marijuana, it is still illegal. One can make
clothes, paper, fuel and many other things we use in
everyday life out of the fibers of the plant. The marijuana
plant is even good for the environment, requiring very little
to grow while restoring nutrients to the soil.

All these facts make it clear that marijuana should
be legalized and yet it is still outlawed in the United States
because of out dated information.

Editorials

by Senior Reporter
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Word Box Unscrambler
Dcolria__________  ctimroan__________  esrhetweat__________  saispno__________

porcuhitss__________ srhinetaes_________ aocdrte__________  irlodca__________

oulertve__________  moelusta__________ ehtakrbera__________  habhetrobr__________

Valentines Day Puzzle

Across
3 To be courteous and gracious.
5 The notebook is a ______ movie.
9 A candy______ are heart-shaped and have

massages written on them
10 What do you feel for a loved one?
11 After 18 months of _________ I married the one I

loved
12 People _______ favorite pets, cute babies, and

loved ones.

Down
1 Someone that shares a special bond with you.
2 My_______ is dear to me.
4      Only my lover and I knew we were in an ____________.
6 My _______ completes me.
7 Exquisite pain yet no physical injuries exist.
8      I chose her to be mine today, February 14.
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Twilight’s Characters
Dazzle Its Readers

Imagine this scene: You are sitting in a meadow
with the most beautiful person you have ever met. And as
you try to pay attention to what he is saying instead of
just staring at him, he keeps talking about how much he
loves you, and how hard he has to try to not drink your
blood.

When my friends told me to read Twilight, a
vampire love story by
Stephenie Meyer, I was a little
skeptical. But they insured me
that Twilight is a vampire
story for people who do not
like vampire stories, and they
were right.

I have always had
favorite characters in a book,
but never to the extent that I
have in Twilight. All of
Meyer’s human characters
were given qualities that
everyone can relate too,
especially the protagonist,
Bella Swan. Meyer, an
excellent writer, was able to
create a character that was
rounded enough so that
every girl can relate to her,
and can feel like they are Bella
throughout the story.

Meyer’s other
characters include the
mysterious Cullen family, a
family Bella later finds out is
actually a clan of vampires.
The Cullens attend Bella’s
school and scare many of the people there, even Bella.
The Cullens sit together at lunch, away from everyone
else, and are one of the only families in the small town of
Forks that is above the lower middle class. Bella describes
them as a group of flawless people, beautiful and smart,
and their perfection makes Bella nervous, and drives her
away. Bella’s nervousness about the Cullens being
vampires fades away though, when she learns of the
Cullen’s unique diet.

Meyer’s other main character, the charming

Edward Cullen, is another amazing creation. Edward’s
constant teasing, confusing riddles, and the mysterious
effect his eyes have on Bella draw her instantly towards
him. As their relationship grows, and Bella finds out what
he really is, she knows she is in far too deep to get out,
and it does not matter if he is a monster because she loves
him.

Twilight tests the boundaries of love. Throughout
the novel, I kept asking
myself so many questions.
Will Edward kill Bella? Will
Bella just get scared and
leave him? The spellbinding
story of these truly star
crossed lovers will keep
anyone reading late into the
night.

Not only are Meyer’s
characters extraordinary, but
Meyer’s devotion to her
writing is amazing, too. On
the author’s website, she has
listed actors she would like to
play the characters in the
upcoming movie, outtakes
from all of her novels, stories
about how her novels were
inspired, and even pictures of
the car Edward Cullen drives.
The research Meyer has put
into Twilight to make sure
that every detail of her
character’s lives is accurate
with her vision of their
personalities seems border-
line obsessive, but because

of it, her passion is revealed in her books, and turns the
silly novel into a memorable book.

Meyer’s novel was quickly followed by two
sequels, and is now being made into a motion picture by
Summit Entertainment which has a tentative release date of
12 December, 2008. Actor Robert Pattinson, known for his
role as Cedric Diggory in Harry Potter and the Goblet of
Fire, has been selected to play Edward. Actress Kristen
Stewart, from The Panic Room and Zathura, has been
selected to play Bella.

by Senior Reporter
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YouthVoter Turnout Increases

In recent elections, America’s youth have
decided to take part in their country’s presidential elec-
tions by exercising their right to vote at age 18; a right
given to them by the 26th Amendment of the Constitution
of the United States.

Recent research done by CIRCLE (The Center for
Information and Research on Civic Learning and Engage-
ment) reported that in 2004 4.6 million more young people
cast votes than in 2000 during the presidential elections.
This increase is astonishing and shows promise for our
future government.

As the number of young voters rise, observers
cannot help but wonder why in recent years young voters
have been drawn to presidential elections. What exactly
causes these “kids” to now have a strong passion to vote
and encourage others to vote?

In recent weeks, the most talked about political
topic amongst high school and college students has been
the YouTube Debates. Allowing people to directly get a
response from presidential candidates via Internet, and
allowing these responses to be televised, has been quite
popular, especially because nothing like this has been
done before. All someone had to do was record himself or
herself asking whatever question they wished and send it
in through the website known as YouTube. Then, all the
presidential candidates were gathered together and were
televised answering questions from the YouTube site. The
already extremely popular site is easily accessible by most
Americans, and it allowed this new generation to get
involved without having to leave the computer. This
project of sending in messages excited many and effec-
tively got them directly involved with their government.
These YouTube debates will surely contribute to this
year’s large youth turnout.

T.V. programs attractive to young American
citizens, such as MTV, have recently been broadcasting
news of politics quite frequently during their programs.
This should also contribute to the high youth voter turn
out. Large media programs such as these help keep young
people aware of and involved in their government.

Also, another factor influencing the increased
youth turnout is the accessibility of information. Informa-
tion can be obtained with much detail daily via radio,
television, or Internet, which 99.9% of Americans have

access to. Other sources of information that are extremely
popular with today’s youth are iPods and cell phones. The
users of many iPods, if not all, are enabled to download
pod casts (news messages) directly from the Internet
either by plugging into the computer or by accessing it
wirelessly. So while they are listening to their music, users
may decide to play pod casts that will give them the same
quality of news about politics that any other major media
source offers. Cell phones are able to download directly
from the web anywhere for a very cheap price in the
United States, giving the option to youth to use their cell
phones to get involved with the elections.

In addition to cell phones being a wonderful
source of information, research done by Princeton
University and the University of Maryland showed how
effective and easy it is to text to young voters and remind
them to vote. The researchers ran their test in the Novem-
ber 2006 election, sending text messages to 4000 students
reminding them to vote. After this, they recorded the
results and found out turnout rates rose by 5%. 59% of
voters said that the text messages were helpful.

Organizations endorsing young voting also
affect youth turnout rates. Rock The Vote, an organization
with the objective of promoting voting among American
citizens, has focused its attention on America’s youth with
its new project “Rock the Caucus” in Iowa, promoted by
Iowa Secretary of State Michael A. Mauro and assisted by
the Iowa PIRG (Public Interest Research Group) Team.
This program used an educational curriculum, volunteer
leaders, and peer-to-peer outreach to mobilize high school
and college students to the January caucuses. The results
of the 2008 Iowa presidential elections, provided by Iowa
entrance polls, show that youth turnout rate rose to 13%
in 2008 from 4% in 2004 and 3% in 2000. These results also
show that “Rock The Caucus” obviously had a positive
effect and contributed to the increase in youth turnout.

From studying this information, one can find that
with the support of larger industries and organizations,
involvement in elections can be much less cumbersome
and much more exciting. All of these factors help explain
the phenomenon of the dramatic increase of young voters
in recent elections.

by Layout Editor
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Jazz Seminar Celebrates
25th Anniversary

With the theme “A Tribute to the Big Bands,”
Jazz Seminar celebrated its 25th anniversary on January
12-17.  The annual tradition of the seminar proves that
American jazz is still alive and highlights DoDDS
Europe’s general music and art curriculum for students at
the high school level.

During the seminar, students intensely studied,
read, performed, and improvised jazz. This year, nearly
115 students auditioned for Jazz Seminar and only 34 of
those students were accepted. The jazz band consisted
of 26 students and contained a diversity of instruments,
from trumpet to bass. The jazz vocal ensemble featured
eight students: two sopranos, two altos, two tenors, and
two bass’s.

Jiggs Whigham, an internationally acclaimed
trombonist and educator, conducted the jazz band.  He
began his professional career at age 16 and joined the
Tommy Dorsey Big Band in the late 1950s. Whigham is
currently the conductor of the BBC Big Band in Great
Britain and is also the director of the Berlin Jazz Orches-
tra.

“It’s one of the best things I do in my life! I love
it,” said Whigham.

During the productive week at Jazz Seminar, vo-
calists, and jazz band participants, spent countless hours
rehearsing and perfecting their pieces. A typical morning
began at 7 a.m. with a continental breakfast and a bus ride
to SHAPE. Then, after a short meeting, both groups (vocal-
ists and instrumentalists) separated to practice with their
section leaders: music teachers and instructors from vari-
ous DoDDS schools. Participants then rehearsed for four
hours and then were released for lunch. After lunch, vocal
students and band students continued rehearsing.  Subse-
quent to individual preparation, the jazz vocal ensemble
joined the band for an hour, and then split for dinner. Fol-
lowing dinner, there was practice for two more hours and
then a return to the hotel at nine o’clock for an hour of free
time before lights out.

Sunday night, one day after arriving, students
were given a pep talk from Whigham. He talked about the
“Seven steps to freedom.” He also explained various
experiences he had with innumerable jazz legends: Ella
Fitzgerald, Count Basie, Ray Charles, Dizzy Gillepsie, Stan

Getz, and many more.
“Jazz is love. It has to come from the heart,” said

Whigham during his visit.
On Monday night, Whigham visited yet again to

talk about improvisation.  Some of the members from the
NATO Jazz Orchestra helped those who wanted to expand
their jazz skills with improvisation. The night ended in a jam
session including nearly all of the participants at Jazz
Seminar. Pieces varyied from “Take the A Train” to “Funny
Little Valentine.”

The NATO Jazz Orchestra performed a fabulous
concert at the SHAPE base theater, on Tuesday night,
January 15.  Many of the Jazz Seminar students were
inspired and in complete awe at the end of the concert. For
those who attended, the concert was enjoyable as well as
informative because participants were given handouts on
the history of multiple famous jazz singers/instrumentalists.

The whole week culminated in final concerts
performed at the SHAPE base theater for the entire SHAPE
high school at two o’clock. That night, a more formal concert
was performed for the director of DoDEA as well as the
director of Department of Defense Schools in Europe.
Thursday morning, the faculty at Jazz Seminar got on the
bus to perform at Brussels American School.

The BAS choir attendee and the Jazz Choir
during their performance at BAS
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Girls Expecting Second
Seed Going Into Europeans
The Lady Brigands have had a great season and

have a good shot at winning Europeans, with only one
loss so far this season in Division 4-to last years division
three champions, Rota. The Brigands are 8-8 overall and 4-
6 in Region I.

The Brigands last regular season game was
against the Lions at St. Johns. They lost by a score of 40-
46, despite playing with international rules the entire game.
The point guard led the team in scoring with 18, followed
by the shooting guard with 10 and the center and the post
both with 6. The shooting guard also had 9 rebounds and
6 assists. The center brought down 8 rebounds, and the
guard had 6. The point guard had 6 steals.

On Tuesday and Wednesday, February 5 and 6,
the Brigands played division 2 opponent SHAPE.

On February 5 Brussels lost to SHAPE by 31-32.
The point guard led the team in scoring with 9, followed
by the shooting guard with 8 and the post with 7. The
post also had 11 rebounds and the shooting guard had 6.
The shooting guard also had 6 assists.

The second game against the Spartans was at
SHAPE. They lost 36-34 after a last minute three point
shot by SHAPE to put the Brigands behind. The point
guard had 18 points and three steals during the game. The
shooting guard had 6 points and 6 assists. The post led
the team in rebounding with 9, followed by the forward
with 8 and the center with 6.

On  24 January against Alconbury the Brigands
won 42-18. The highest scorer was the shooting guard
with 14 and the point guard had 12. The shooting guard

had 6 assists and the point guard had 3. The center had 9
rebounds and the forward had 8. The game produced lots of
steals. The shooting guard had 4, the point guard had 3 and
the forward had 2.

At the match against Rota the Brigands lost 34-20.
The top scorers were the post and the center with 6. The
shooting guard had 4 points and 5 assists. The freshman
forward, the point guard, and the guard all had 3 rebounds.
The shooting guard had 4 steals and the guard had 2.

Brussels won again against Alconbury on 26 January
with the score being 41-8. The top scorer was the shooting
guard with 15. The center had 10 and the post had 8. The
shooting guard had 7 and the point guard 3. The center had 10
rebounds and the shooting guard and the post each had 8. The
shooting guard and the guard each had 5 steals and the point
guard had 4.

The Brigands hosted Menwith Hill at home on
January 18 and 19.

In the first Menwith Hill game on January 18, Brussels
won 31-27. The top scorer of the game was the center with 11
points. Second highest was the shooting guard with 8 points.
The top rebounder was the shooting guard with 6. The
shooting guard and the point guard tied in assists with 6 each.
The point guard also had 6 steals.

At the second Menwith Hill game on 19 January,
Brussels lost 20-17. The top scorer of the game was the point
guard with 10. The shooting guard had 6 rebounds and the
point guard and the forward both had 4. The shooting guard
had 4 assists.

“We didn’t score in the 4th quarter but made the shots
the night before in the same quarter,” said the head coach of
the team.

Brussels beat AFNORTH 25-28. The top scorer was
the shooting guard with 10 points followed by the point guard
with 8 points. The shooting guard had 8 rebounds and the
guard had 4. The shooting guard had 6 assists and the point
guard had 4. The forward had 4 steals and the guard had 3.

On January 10, the Brigands beat ISB 36-22 making 4
wins in a row. The top scorer of the team was the shooting
guard, with 19 points. The leader in rebounds was the center
with 6. The shooting guard and the point guard were tied with
4 assists each. The guard had 3 steals.

“We are really pleased with the way we played,” said
the coach.

by Sophomore Reporter

The Lady Brigands huddle against AFNorth
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Brigands Head to Europeans
After A Building Season

by Editor-in-Chief
The Brigands are headed toward the European

tournament next week with a record of 1-15 over all and 1-9 in
Region I.

“We worked hard this year and it should show at
Europeans,” said the shooting guard.

At Europeans, the Brigands may be facing Sigonella,
Rota, who defeated the Brigands in January, and Hanau, who
suffered their first loss against Heidelberg last weekend.

The Brigands most recent game was on Tuesday at
St. Johns. The Brigands lost 29-77 against a much larger Lions
squad playing with international rules. The shooting guard led
the Brigands with 10 points, 3 rebounds and 2 assists. The
forward and the center both had 6 points, and the center also
had 5 rebounds. The senior center had 4 points and 6 re-
bounds.

On February 5 and 6, the Brigands played undefeated
SHAPE. The game at SHAPE on Wednesday was a loss for
the Brigands, 57-28, but an improvement from the game the
previous day. The senior center had 11 points, while the
shooting guard had 7 and the forward had 6.

The home game on February 5 was the Brigands last
home game and first mercy rule of the season. They officially
lost 59-20. The senior center led the Brigands with 7 points
and 12 rebounds. The center and the forward both had 6
points, and the forward also grabbed 5 rebounds.

At the end of the semester, the Brigands traveled to
Alconbury to play both the Dragons and Rota.

The Brigands played Alconbury first, and defeated
the Dragons for their first win of the season, 36-31. The
Brigands had to overcome foul trouble and an injury to the
freshmen swingman to maintain their lead and achieve their
first win. The center led the team in scoring with 14, followed
by the senior center with 9 and the forward with 7. The senior
center had 7 rebounds and the shooting guard and the center
both had 6. The point guard, the forward, and the senior
center all had 5 steals.

On Friday January 25, the Brigands lost to Rota, 75-
38. The center led the Brigands in scoring and rebounding
with 18 points and 11 rebounds. The forward had 6 points and
the shooting guard pulled down 9 rebounds.

The Brigands played the Dragons again on Saturday,
but lost 39-41 in overtime. The senior center led the Brigands
with 10 points, followed by the center with 8. The senior
center had 9 rebounds and four steals, and the point guard

had 6 assists.
The Brigands played Menwith Hill on January

18 and 19 at home, and lost both games despite a great
improvement from the first to the second.

In first game, with a score of 33-49, the Brigands
leading scorer was the center with 11, followed by the
senior center with 9 and the forward with 8. The senior
center also added 14 rebounds, and the shooting guard
had 7.

The second game was the Brigands closest
contest since the beginning of the season, with a score of
30-38. The senior center led the Brigands with 13 points
and 7 rebounds. The forward had 9 points and 4 steals,
and the center had 10 rebounds.

The game against AFNORTH on January 16 was
a close contest for the Brigands. Despite their earlier loss,
34-60, to the Lions, the Brigands fought hard and led the
Lions for part of the game but were plagued by fouls, as
the shooting guard fouled out and the center had four.
The final score was 48-59. The center again led the team
in scoring with 16, followed by the senior center with 10
and the forward with 8. The forward also provided 5
assists for the Brigands. The center had 12 rebounds and
the senior center had 5 steals.

The Brigands faced ISB on January 10 for their
first game after the winter break. The Brigands showed
their continued advancement by improving upon their
earlier loss to ISB by 28 points, only losing 20-46. The
center led the team in scoring with 10, followed by the
forward with 5. The shooting guard had four steals and
the point guard pulled down six rebounds.

The Brigands huddle during their win over Alconbury
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Wrestlers Send 5 to European
Championships in Wiesbaden

Five of the fourteen wrestlers from Brussels
American School will be competing this weekend at
Europeans on 15-16 February in Wiesbaden, Germany,
after qualifying by getting first or second in their weight
class this past weekend in Alconbury.

Senior 160 wrestler (12-5), junior 152 wrestler
(17-1), junior 130 wrestler (10-4), junior 140 wrestler (9-3),
sophomore 145 wrestler (13-3) and sophomore 135
wrestler (13-7) all qualified in their weight classes last
weekend on Saturday, February 9 at Regional’s. For
regionals in Alconbury, Lakenheath, Menwith Hill,
AFNorth, and SHAPE were the other schools present.

“Everyone’s worked very hard, and despite a
couple of injuries, the season’s gone pretty well,” said
the head coach. “You never know what could happen, it
will be a tough one.”

After qualifying the 130 wrestler agreed that the
season went well “I think that overall this season has
been a success, and that we have a good chance of
becoming the Division IV European Champions.”

The week before, on February 2, the Brigands
took fourth at Lakenheath, beating out St. John’s and
Menwith Hill. Due to an outbreak of the flu within the
team, only two BAS wrestlers placed: the 145 wrestler
took first and the 119 wrestler took third.

On January 26, BAS hosted Lakenheath,

The 145 wrestler shoots a single leg on a wrestler from
Lakenheath during BAS’s first home meet of the season.
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by Assistant Editor

Menwith Hill, St. John’s, Bitburg and K-Town for the
second home meet of the season and took third. The 130
wrestler, the 152 wrestler and the 103 wrestler all took first
place. The 160 wrestler, whose loses so far this season
are all due to one Lakenheath wrestler, the 145 wrestler
and the 135 wrestler took second place in their respective
weight classes.

Brussels competed in AFNorth on January 19,
against St. John’s, Heidelberg and SHAPE. Brussels won
the 152 and 160 weight classes, and took second in the
145 and 130 weight classes.

On January 12, the BAS Brigands hosted
Lakenheath, Alconbury, St. John’s, and Menwith Hill for
their first home meet of the season, taking third. The only
first place finisher for BAS was the 152-weight class wres-
tler. The 160, the 145, the 130, the 125, the 215, and the 103
wrestlers all took second place in their weight classes. The
freshmen 171 wrestler was able to take third.Ph
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The 130 wrestler with a front head lock


